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~Resident says distribution planning and lawsuit ha?s put complaints on ho!d.

BYLiNe: Mark ~rossi, The Fresno Bee

BODY:

wi~h his town’s fo~l ~ap wa~ex this summer and uomplalned to the s~ate~

State Water Resources Contz’ol Board o~ficials mailed Perry a letter last week
saying h~[l have t~ wai~ fo= ~hem,

The sha~ isn’t willin~ ~ ma~ a mgve u~i M~ndo~a’s Wa~er proDlem u~il the
bureaucratic and legal dust settles on a vast sta~e wate~ distribution plan and

may be years he,ore the s~ate plan and the lawsuit axe set,led.

And Perry is frustrated.

"They mailsd me a le~er, but Dhey’re not giving me a ~eal response," said

consumin~ passion for w~ter issues.

,,we,re being affected by all ~he farm pumpins around here an~ the lack of San
Joaq~in Riv~ waL=:’. The state is responsible ~o~ those impacts on

P~=y’a opi~i~n on farm ~roun~wa~er pumpins hag been disguted~ but no one
~o~bts ~ha~ Mendota’s water tastes bad in gummer. The ware= is not a health
hazar~ by mUaS~ s~andards, bu~ ~t is barely palatable.

~uu~l officials a=e we~l-acquaimted with ~he issue. They are fighting the
city’s bad-water reputation, especially s~nce the state is considering Mendo~a
as a ~i~w prlso~ si~e.

A new prison woul~ mean ~obs and an expanded ~axbase in a farmworkez city
8,000 wher~ ~p to 60 ~eraent o~ the adults are considered

In ~he next several months, the city plans ~o spend $ S00,000 ~o 5uild a new
well, re~ai~ili~a~e ~wo o~her wells a~d upgrade the city system, City Mana~e~
Alan ~engyel said.
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Resident says distribution plying ~d lawsuit ~va put �omplaints ~ hold.

B~: ~rk G~ssi, The Fresno Bee

BODY:

wi~h his ~o~’s foul ~ap water this s~er ~d uo~!ai~d tO the s~ate.

Sta~e Water Resolves Control Board officials ~iled ~t~ a letter last week

bureau~ra~@~d legal ~t settles on a vast state wate~ distributi~ plan

~y be years he,ore the s~ate plan and the lawsuit are set~led.

~d Perry is Z~str~ed.

’,They maile~ me a letter, hut ~hey’re n~t giving me a real response, " said

cons~inE passion for water isles.

,,We,~e bein~ affea~e~ by ~! the fa~ p~in~ a=o~d here an~ uha lack of San

Pe~;y’m upi~i~n on fa~ ~ro~water p~Ins ~s been disguted, but no one
~o~ts t~ Mendota’s wateE tastes ~ad in su~ar. The water is not a heal~h
hazar~ b~ ~LaL~ s~dar~s, ~U i~ is barely palat~le.

Luu~l ~fficials ar~ well-attainted with ~he issue. They are fi~htlns the
city’s bad-water ~e~utation, especially since the state is �onsidering Me~ota

A n~w prison ~i~ me~ ~o~s and ~ e~anded ~ base In a re,worker city of
@,OO0 where ~p t3 60 ~ercent 0~ the adul~s are

Zn ~e nex~ s@veral mont~, the city plans to sp~d $ S00,000 ~o buil~ a new
w~ll, re~iliua~e ~wo o~her wells ~d u~zade the ~ity system, City ~na@er
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He said the city wil! also complete a study of the area’s gro~mdwater in the
next 60 days.

’,Our wa=e~ meets all the health standards right now," BenSye! sai~. "But we
expect Deople to notice a change i~ the taste o~ the wat~ next

Petty said he knows Mendot~ has tried ~o ~ind new well fields with
Water, but has met with li~!e success in ~he last ~our years.

The water contains high amounts of to~al ~isso!ved solids -- or minerals and
o~her e!em~n~s that cannot be fil~ered. The state standa~a ~ £ewez tha~
par~s ~er million.

Fresno’s water-is abo~D 300 parts per million. In summer, Mendota’s water
o~ten ~aches o~ surpasses 1,300 Parts per

little else unless the problem is a health hazar~. Perry has written to the
~epaxtment as well and is waiting £nz ~ ~eply.

Mend~ta,s water has degraded over ~he last decade or more,

No connection has. been established ye~ beuween the farm groundwater pumpin~

sense to him.

Perry alleges salty irrigation water seeping into the aquifer raises water

sal~y irrigation water has been building underground on the west side since �he

wildlife at Kes~erscn Re~e~oiu~ where the dEain water was

?or £arm~rs, the clo~ed drain has led ~o a lawsuit and ~ho%sands of ~az~land

closed drain and continued irrigation have contributed to bad-~asDing water

"The p~o~lem wa~ cau~e~ ~0 ye~#s a~u wh~;~ they buil~ Fr!a~ ~am on ~e San
Joaquin Eiver~" Perry said..Mendota,s b~neficial use oZ river ~roundwater

Natural Eesources Defense Council abo~.~ the operatio~ of Priant Dam at Mil!erton

contract negotiations continue between some Friant farmers and the U.S. Bureau
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hear arguments on the part of the case abou~ res~oxing the San Joaquin River
flow beyond Fright Dam. No timetable has bee~ set for a decision.

The o~her roadblock £or Perry is the federal-state effort to protec~ the San
Pzaneis~o B~y-Dei~a estuary an~ pzovide wat~ for cities, farms and
The plan, which amounts to a water d~stribu~ion scheme for california, may
involve Frlant Dam, so ~he state board wa~s to wai~ ~ntil the plan
deve!o~edo

But the ~lan has been in ~he making for almost two years, and many believe
could con~in~e past i~s ~hree-year deadline.

to com~en~. A public inform~tien off~cia! said Perry co~!d appeal the de~ision.
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